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PART- I
HISTORY - HONOURS
Paper -I
[ Full Marks : 100

Duration : 4 Hours ]

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words as far as practicable.
The figures in the margin indicate full marks ..
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Answer Question No. 1 and any four from the rest:
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Answer any four of the following questions:

1.

I

a) .

Explain the significance of Mehergarh excavation.

b)

Assess t�e importance of trade· in the Harappan Civilization.

c)

Why is Buddhism called a protestant religion ?

. d)

Write a short note on the sixteen Mahajanapadas.
� �9!-f � '$f��� � ��I

e)

What do you understand by Sangam literature ?

f)

Write a short note on Kautilya's 'Arthashastra'.
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g)

Distinguish between Stupa and Vihara.

h)

Write a short note on the literature and science of the Gupta period.
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Group-B

Answer any four of the following questions.
2.
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Assess the importance of inscriptions and coins as source materials for writing the
history of Ancient India.

3.

Determine the extent' of the Indus Valley Civilization. How would you explain the
8 + 12
decline of this civilization?

4.

Discuss the economic life of the early Vedic period. What changes do you notice in the
later Vedic period?

5.

10 + 10 .

How was Magadha able to dominate the politics of North India in the sixth century
B.C?

6.

How far is it correct to say that the structure of Mauryan administration was
centralized and uniform ?
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7.

Assess the political and cultural importance of the Kushana rule in India.

8.

Assess the importance of the reign of Chandragupta II.

9.

Estimate the role of Guilds in organising industry and trade in ancient India.

2J1ffi �1�<>5!1 � '8 <ffi� �'� ��ffl ��<Pl� 1aimJ-, � I
10.

Discuss the course and nature of the Pallava-Chalukya conflict.
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West Bengal State University

B.A. /B.Sc. /B.Com. ( Honours, Major, General ) Examinations, 2011
PART-I
HISTORY - HONOURS
Paper -II

Duration : 4 Hours ]

[ Full Marks : 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words as far as practicable.
The figures in the mqrgin indicate full marks.
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Answer Question No. 1 and any four from the rest.
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Answer any four of the following questions:
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a)

How is 'agrahara' central to the notion of Indian feudalism?

b)

Why were 'Mandalam' and 'Valanadu' so important in Chola polity?
Cole;'

c)

�1f1<11<11t1� ·�e�' '8 • 1sw11.:i1�· C<A" ��91.9 �c; ?

State the significance of the Arab conquest of Sind.
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d)
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Who were the Khuts and Muqaddams? Who subjugated them and why?
,� l.!l<f� � � � �? �. C<Fr � � �?

e)

Comment on the contributions of Amir Khusrau.
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f)

Briefly introduce Abdur Razzaq, Nicolo di Conti, Domingo Paes and Nikitin.
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What were the principal Sufi silsilas in India?
�l�e&.:l 3� � Plc1Pl611�M".F15 �?

. h)

What do you mean by 'Qabuiiyat' and 'Patta'?

Group-B

Answer any four of the following questions.

2.
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Was the economic and agrarian system of India between 650 AD and 1000 AD feudal
in character?

3.

What were the measu1:'es taken by Alauddin Khalji to introduce 'price control'? How
16 + 4
far were they successful?

4.

Do you think the schemes of Muhammad-bin-Tughluq were "correctly conceived,
badly executed and disastrously abandoned"? What were their results?
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5.

Was the Delhi Sultanate a theocratic state?

6.

Assess the impact of Sufism on life and society under the Sultanate.

7.

Assess the cultural and artistic achievements of the Vijaynagar empire.
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Assess the contribution of the Hussain Shahi dynasty to social and cultural life in
medieval Bengal.

9.

Assess the contribution of Islam to Bengal's composite culture with reference to
Beng;:l}i literature.

10.

What were the salient features of Sher Shah's administration ? Was he a reformer or
an innovator ?
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